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Germany, where experiments involving mental chronometry, especially reaction times, were

conducted (Jenson Clocking the Mind, 4)

Coupled with the fascination with time around the tum of the twentieth-century in
England were the numerous developments of social, political. and spiritual groups founded and
supported by writers. Bemard Shaw along with the Blands (E. Nesbit) and H.G. Wells were
active members of the Fabian Societv based on socialism Originallv, Annie Besant was a
member as well but later joined the Theosophical Society which was originally founded in 1873
in New York by Helena Blavatsky. Both Machen and Blackwood attended both societies even if
brefly. However, for Blackwood the Theosophical Societv captured his interest especially in

regards to their views recognizing the power of nature and their belief in reincarnation Tl:lese[

views are seen throughout his writings, although varving in degree.
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